
High-Tech High Heels founders attend White House event highlighting 

support and retention of women and girls in science, technology, engineering 

and math (STEM) careers 

 

DALLAS (September 26, 2011) – Texas Instruments (TI) Fellow Wanda Gass and former TI Vice 

President Tegwin Pulley, were among the select group of women in attendance at the White House today 

for a speech by First Lady Michelle Obama about the importance of supporting and retaining women and 

girls in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) careers.  

The event highlighted the work of several national organizations to increase the pipeline for women in 

STEM, including the National Alliance for Partnerships in Equity Education Foundation (NAPE-EF) 

work in Dallas Fort Worth that was funded by the TI Foundation, TI, the High-Tech High Heels Fund at 

the Dallas Women's Foundation and the Boone Family Foundation.  

The two Dallas women were invited in recognition of their individual efforts and the company’s long-

standing support of women in STEM.  The Texas Instruments Foundation recently provided a $413,000 

grant to NAPE-EF to manage and expand the impact of the highly successful High-Tech High Heels 

(HTHH) program.  HTHH was started by the Women of TI Fund, an organization founded in 2001 by 30 

TI women executives who – concerned with the low number of women graduating with technology-

related degrees – made personal contributions to fund development of the program. 

Ms. Gass, one of the HTHH founders, said “STEM education is critical to building an ecosystem of 

innovation for our society.  Our future depends on a future technical workforce that uses the talents of all 

of our citizens.  The improvement of math/science education is critical to innovation and our country’s 

global competitiveness.”  

“If we’re going to out-innovate and out-educate the rest of the world, we’ve got to open doors for 

everyone,” said Mrs. Obama.  “We need all hands on deck, and that means clearing hurdles for women 

and girls as they navigate careers in science, technology, engineering and math.”   

The White House announcement also focused on the results of a 10-year project undertaken by the 

National Science Foundation (NSF) to develop best practices to provide workplace flexibility to women 

researchers who win research grants from NSF.  (See White House press release for additional 

information).   

Ms. Pulley, another HTHH founder who serves as executive director of High-Tech High Heels and a 

consultant to NAPE-EF, said, "From my experience, when employees have flexibility to manage their 

work and personal lives, their commitment and productivity increase. I'm encouraged to see NSF embrace 

flexibility in their efforts to support more students, especially girls, pursue STEM degrees and to retain 

them in the STEM workforce." 

For more on TI’s support of education, please see: www.ti.com/education.    

### 

About Texas Instruments 

http://newscenter.ti.com/Blogs/newsroom/archive/2011/08/16/nape-ef-receives-413-000-grant-from-texas-instruments-foundation-to-expand-the-impact-of-quot-high-tech-high-heels-quot-program-778910.aspx
http://newscenter.ti.com/Blogs/newsroom/archive/2011/08/16/nape-ef-receives-413-000-grant-from-texas-instruments-foundation-to-expand-the-impact-of-quot-high-tech-high-heels-quot-program-778910.aspx
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/26/white-house-and-national-science-foundation-announce-new-workplace-flexi
http://www.ti.com/education


Texas Instruments semiconductor innovations help 80,000 customers unlock the possibilities of the world 

as it could be – smarter, safer, greener, healthier and more fun.  Our commitment to building a better 

future is ingrained in everything we do – from the responsible manufacturing of our semiconductors, to 

caring for our employees, to giving back inside our communities.  This is just the beginning of our story.  

Learn more at www.ti.com. 

About the Texas Instruments Foundation 

The Texas Instruments Foundation, founded in 1964, is a non-profit organization providing philanthropic 

support for educational and charitable purposes primarily in the communities where Texas Instruments 

operates.  

Committed to supporting educational excellence, the foundation works to create measurable, replicable 

programs and initiatives. The focus is on providing knowledge, skills and programs to improve STEM 

education and increase the percentage of high school graduates who are math and science capable.  More 

information can be found at http://www.ti.com/education and 

http://www.givingprograms.com/ti/default.aspx 

About NAPE  

NAPE is a national, nonprofit consortium of state and local agencies, corporations, and national 

organizations that collaborate to create equitable and diverse classrooms and workplaces where there are 

no barriers to opportunities. The NAPE Education Foundation has been involved in a number of 

initiatives to increase diversity in America's workforce and to increase opportunities in high-skill, high-

wage, high-demand careers. Among these is the National Science Foundation-funded STEM Equity 

Pipeline Project, which works with educational systems to increase the participation of underrepresented 

populations in STEM education. For more information, visit www.napequity.org and 

www.stemequitypipeline.org . 
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